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Connect with a Comet!

Featuring the 2024/2025 Alumni Council

This month's Connect with a Comet highlights the members of the Alumni Council including Frank
Barretta '05, Wendy Copenhaver-Skidmore '11, Nicole Durga '09, Alex Miller '00, Tyler Nobel '20, Dan
Pantaleo '85, Brad Thomas '19, Sue Topping ‘77, and Laura Vedder '82.

Frank is a biochemistry and molecular biology grad with experience as the quality manager at
Daicel Chiral Technologies and Daicel Arbor Biosciences.

Wendy graduated with a degree in business administration and management and currently
serves as the business development manager at ServPro of Eaton, Clinton, and Gratiot
counties.

Nicole has a degree in biology and pre-med and works at Graham Healthcare Group as the
senior director of value based care.

Alex is a business and corporate communications grad with a multitude of experience in
higher education, including his current role as vice president of student affairs and dean of
students at Washington & Lee University.

Tyler graduated with a degree in insurance and risk management and works at The Planning
Group as an associate financial planner.

Dan has a degree in history and political science. He is a retired marine corps officer, author,
public speaker, and is currently self-employed as a business development consultant.



« Brad is a business administration grad with a concentration in insurance. He works as an
associate banker at JP Morgan Private Bank.

e Sue has a degree in economics and business administration with a concentration in
accounting and finance. She has extensive experience as a certified public accountant.

o Laura graduated with a degree in business administration and management and has over
thirty years of experience as a commercial property manager.

Alumni Council members are willing to assist with advice, mentorship, and networking.
Start connecting with them today!

*Correction from October: In last month's newsletter, Wednesday Webster-Friday was
incorrectly referred to as "Wendy" in the Connect with a Comet feature.

Join Comet2Comet

Headshot Happy Hour & Pre-Holiday Celebration

Join us for an exciting evening on Thursday, November 21, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm, at Venue by 4M
for our Alumni Happy Hour! Whether you're launching your career and need a standout professional
headshot or simply looking to refresh your image, this is the perfect opportunity to do both while
enjoying a cocktail in great company.

If a headshot isn’t on your agenda, take a holiday photo with friends. Then join us for drinks, delicious
snacks, and socializing!

Our event champion, Barron Evans °77, former alumni council chair and 2024 Distinguished Alumni
Award recipient, invites you to kick off the holiday season at this vibrant social gathering. Connect
with alumni and friends and make new memories as we celebrate together!

Don’t miss out on this unique blend of networking, fun, and professional development. All are
welcome, so invite a guest, and we will see you there!


https://olivet.peoplegrove.com/v2/

Registration is $10 per person and includes light appetizers, one drink ticket, and a link to your
professional or holiday headshot (emailed after the event.) A full cash bar will be available for
additional drink purchases. Registration is nonrefundable and closes on Friday, November 15, for
planning purposes.

Reqgister Here

Kids Backpack Wishlist Service Project
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We are partnering with Fern Persons Elementary in Olivet, MI, to provide students with backpacks full
of food items and other goodies to combat food insecurities during the school holiday break. Please
consider purchasing items from our wish list during the month of November. Bring a donation from the
Kids Backpack Wishlist to the Ann Arbor event and receive one additional drink ticket!

Walk Through the Lights Alumni Event at Gull Meadows Farm

Join UO alumni at our family-friendly event at Gull Meadow Farms on Saturday, December 7, 2024,
at 5:30 pm. Registration includes discounted entry for the Walk Through the Lights, a voucher for hot
chocolate or doughnuts, and UO swag! The Walk Through the Lights experience includes greenhouses
transformed into themed holiday experiences, photo opportunities, petting farm friends, and two
choreographed light shows. Don't miss your chance to celebrate the season with UO alumni, friends,
and family! Space is limited, so register soon! Registration is nonrefundable and closes on December
1, 2024, for planning purposes.

Reqister Here



https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=356adbd8-4cb2-40ea-9240-eb1936f49dd1&envId=p-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg&zone=usa&bbeml=tp-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg.jJUuN885VuE65jC8k8AFuhQ.rs9hpCV7eyEKY-jKlo1G37A.lrN3BayjYHkODU8jd0-KhTw&bbeml=tp-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg.jB8xNVWjSWkeWq9_Rl72VmA.ry8_i2e1GRE68JlCRd_AXHQ.lHlFFu6yvYk-uiObCo0IByw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2Fintv2%2Fj%2F554DCC07-D268-475A-96AB-DFD197BD9598%2Fr%2F554DCC07-D268-475A-96AB-DFD197BD9598_d9e2cfcb-46ed-4e44-bc26-509177f0171d%2Fl%2F454A61CF-BC73-4D31-A9C7-CB5196104A1A%2Fc&data=05%7C02%7Clotto%40uolivet.edu%7Cb01078a83bd148a5a9fc08dcfd983d17%7C2311b3aea55d4dd7b538ca8428328874%7C0%7C0%7C638664077524771560%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8I3OGz03n0aJ7%2BfPk5IDgUXvZVmln3aGkm5LSMiTsB8%3D&reserved=0
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=77179b98-9d14-4b1a-b808-68cd01a7f9d5&envId=p-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg&zone=usa&bbeml=tp-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg.jB8xNVWjSWkeWq9_Rl72VmA.ry8_i2e1GRE68JlCRd_AXHQ.l6gr-NE8llUynlrcYoPv6WQ

Join the Women’s Board for Bunco Night!

JOIN US FOR FUN & PRIZES!
WOMEN'’S BOARD
BUNGCOX X4

NOVEMBER 14TH AT 7:00 PM
UOLIVET CUTLER STUDENT CENTER - COMMUNITY ROOM
$10 PLAYER | $5 STUDENT - SEE YOU THERE!

The University of Olivet Women's Board invites you to join them on Thursday, November 14, at 7:00
pm, at the Cutler Student Center Community Room for Bunco Night. Cost is $10 per player ($5 for
students) with proceeds and donations funding scholarships for UO students. Bring your friends for
fun and prizes!

UO Gospel Choir Performances

The University of Olivet Gospel Choir will be in concert on Friday, November 15, 2024, at 7:00 pm,
in the Cutler Student Center Community Room. Please join them for an evening of uplifting and
inspirational gospel music. Light refreshments will be provided.

The choir will also perform at Silver Bells in the City on November 22, 2024. Click here for more
information.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2Fintv2%2Fj%2F554DCC07-D268-475A-96AB-DFD197BD9598%2Fr%2F554DCC07-D268-475A-96AB-DFD197BD9598_d9e2cfcb-46ed-4e44-bc26-509177f0171d%2Fl%2FF09FB3E8-8A91-4866-A845-959AB7FFF101%2Fc&data=05%7C02%7Clotto%40uolivet.edu%7Cb01078a83bd148a5a9fc08dcfd983d17%7C2311b3aea55d4dd7b538ca8428328874%7C0%7C0%7C638664077524833437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DgyfmtH%2FVp00owLQQzhK1%2BLOUMYO7HrjgP0HJHFEAKU%3D&reserved=0

UO Explore & Connect: Kenya May 2025
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Alumni are invited to join students and faculty May 1-15, 2025, on a two-week trip to the Dopoi Center
in Maasailand, Kenya. Every morning, we will awaken to the breathtaking views and sounds of wildlife
over our morning coffee at the Dopoi Center, a 10-acre campus located in the middle of the world-
renowned Maasai Mara Game Park. This trip centers around deep immersion into Maasai culture,
history, and daily life for an experience of community and landscape unlike any other available in the
Mara. Our daily activities will center on Maasai community efforts to face challenges to their land and
way of life through efforts including land stewardship and collaborative conservation, sustainable
economic development, ethical tourism, and education.

For a trip cost of $3500 (airfare not included), you'll receive an all-inclusive package that covers
transportation, housing, food expenses, and wildlife safaris. Alumni will be housed in cottages

designed for faculty and researchers, which include comfortable beds with mosquito nets, private
porches, and private bathrooms and showers.

Trip Itinerary

Reqister & Learn More

Alumni Events 2024/2025
November 2024 - Service Project: Kids Backpack Wishlist
November 21, 2024 — Headshot Happy Hour & Pre-Holiday Reception, Ann Arbor, Ml
December 7, 2024- Gull Meadow Farms Walk Through the Lights, Richland, Ml
January 25, 2025 — Flint Firebirds Hockey Game, Flint, Mi
February 1, 2025 — Service Project with Charitable Union, Battle Creek, M
February 1, 2025 — Que the Creek, Battle Creek, Ml

February 13, 2025 — Alumni Pop-Up Event at Pita Jungle, Phoenix, AZ


https://www.uolivet.edu/alumni/explore-and-connect/?bbeml=tp-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg.jB8xNVWjSWkeWq9_Rl72VmA.ry8_i2e1GRE68JlCRd_AXHQ.lAOuGAyQcYUK-ob-o_gtwhA
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/registration-form/?formId=88c4d5f7-cb37-4414-9e7e-59c5f765844a&envId=p-P7zaC5VGu0qAZ30-RXt8qg&zone=usa

February 13-16, 2025 — UP200 Dog Sled Races Volunteer Opportunities
February 28, 2025 — Naples, FL Event
March 1, 2025 — Detroit Tigers Spring Training Game, Lakeland, FL
March 4, 2025 — Walt Parker Alumni Dinner, Ocala, FL
April 2025 — Chicago, IL Event
April 28-May 8, 2025 — Explore & Connect, Spain
May 1 — May 16, 2025 — Explore & Connect, Kenya
May 2025 — Grand Rapids Lantern Festival, Grand Rapids, Ml
June 20-22, 2025 — Alumni Weekend Getaway, Traverse City, Ml
July 2025 — Kalamazoo, MI Event

August 2, 2025 — Lansing Lugnuts Baseball Game, Lansing, Ml

alumnirelations@uolivet.edu
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